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How Relation Becomes a Judgement :
Discussion on Li Shangyin's Political
Evaluation from The Perspective of “Gong
Sih” in Chines Ganye Culture

Lyu, An-Yan, Ph. D. Candidate of the Chinese Institute,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

In the Tang Dynasty, the social concept of recommending
talents as the fairest way made the Ganye ( Seeking for a
favor) culture a consensus for entering official career. The
recommendation system for selecting officials in the Tang
Dynasty was fair for selecting talents for the country, but the
promotion and recommendation had to be done in a personal
relationship.

The new and old Tang Shu criticized that Li Shangyin's
pleased the dignitaries of the Niu and Li parties, which shows
his poor character. However, from the correspondence between
Li Shangyin and Linghuz, it can be seen that the two did not
have any enemies, so it can be seen that the evaluation of Li
Shangyin by later generations is based on the ideology of
"ungrateful" among literati, and it develops into a principle of
character and integrity.

Yuzo Mizoguchi believes that compared to Japan’s “Gong
Sih” which delimits external and internal ( public/private )
domains, China’s “Gong Sih ” (unselfish/selfish) has a
dimension of commentary.

This article intends to use this point of view to discuss the
fact that Li Shangyin's "disgraceful" behavior was labeled as
"misconduct", which was actually caused by the
transformation of the concept of "public and private" among
literati, in the Tang Dynasty.
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