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Guanyin Literature in “Da Tang Xi Yu Ji”

Hsiao, Li-Hua, Professor, Department of Chinese
Literature and Application

Abstract

“Da Tang Xi Yu Ji” (The Record of the West in the Great
Tang Dynasty) has abundant literary materials and a special
writing style combining religion with travel notes, essays,
jottings and novels. It extraordinarily manifests the feature in
combination of novel and religion by adopting a theme of
Guanyin writing.

This paper first discussed the literary characteristics of “Da
Tang Xi Yu Ji” through confirmation of “Da Tang Xi Yu Ji”
preserving the historical materials of Central Asia and South
Asia in the seventh century, writing in a style intermingled with
“travel notes, sacred narratives and Buddhist doctrine” ,
integrating “history and reality” and “myth legends and
realities”, manifesting a tourism literature in rhythmical prose
characterized by parallelism. Secondarily, by sorting out the
eighteen narratives in total twenty three Guanyin writings in
“Da Tang Xi Yu Ji” and observing them in the overall thinking
of Guanyin literature in the Tang Dynasty, it did show the
importance of “Da Tang Xi Yu Ji” in the Tang Dynasty Guanyin
literature. Finally, this paper conducted analysis through two
routes, Guanyin faith in “Da Tang Xi Yu Ji” and literary traits.
Regarding Guanyin faith, “Da Tang Xi Yu Ji” was mainly the
system of Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva with Thousand Hands
and Thousand Eyes from Shingon Buddhism (also known as
Tantra Buddhism). It also integrated the faith of Guanyin
efficaciousness in the Lotus Sutra, Nahai Guanyin of Mount
Potalaka in the Avatamsaka Sutra and Fearlessness Bestowal
Guanyin of hearing the sound and saving the suffer in the
Suramgama Sutra. Regarding literary traits, the Guanyin
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literature of “Da Tang Xi Yu Ji” was basically following the
style of efficacious narratives and mystery novels of the Six
Dynasties.

In general, regarding the model of Guanyin image and
Guanyin faith in “Da Tang Xi Yu Ji”, there were four types
including “Calling and Rescuing” by bodhisattva’s rupakaya,
“Wisdom and Liberation” by guiding King of Harsha Empire
and some merchants, “Good Deeds and Blessings” by advising
Harsha King to manage five Indian provinces with compassion
and doing good for happiness, “Doubt Dispelling” by
bodhisattva’s appearing in front of Harsha King to get rid of his
doubts and hesitation about the succession to the throne.
Viewing from the literary significance, there were more than ten
stories of Guanyin manifestation in “Da Tang Xi Yu Ji”, though
some were complete and had lively dialogues on a scale of
mystery novels, in general, it belonged to a system of
efficacious narratives without rich novel characters nor
changing plot in stories. Therefore, it was basically following
the style of efficacious narratives and mystery novels of the Six
Dynasties, in which revealed characters of writing mode of
Sangha’s seeing and hearing as well as historical records for the
West; especially, the mystery and ghosting characters became
the blueprint of “The Journey to the West”.

Key words: Xuanzang, “Da Tang Xi Yu Ji”, Guanyin

literature, efficacious narratives, Buddhist
literature
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