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Buddhist Images in
Lanting's Poems

Ph.D. Student, Department of Chinese Literature and Application,
Fo Guang University / Liao, Cheng-Feng

Abstract

Orchid Pavilion Gathering as known as Lanting Gathering
which were created by Wang Xizhi, Sun Chuo, Xie An drank and
other 42 literati in Mount Lanting through elegant banquet
with lyrical creation including four characters poems and five
character poems. Due to the environment of composing the
poems where was located in the place within mountain and
water, beautiful scenery, and also literati having fine wine and
gourmets, thus the majority think the Orchid Pavilion Gathering
is the poem composing while friends invited to relax in banquet
to express their emotions and ambitions.

The style of using word in poems from Wang Xizhi, Sun
Chuo, Xie An and other literati implied to the elements of
Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism. The ancient celebrities
and literati were highly influenced by Confucianism and then
Taoism as well. By the time of Eastern Jin Dynasty, the Buddhism
was flourishing when celebrities and literati interacted with
monks so frequently, Xie An, Xu Xun, Sun Chuo, etc. Daoan,
Fashen and other monks have close contacts, and even claim
to be "disciples". Even Wang Xizhi and his second son Wang
Ningzhi were engaged in Taoism so much but also approached

Buddhism or help funding for scriptures translation.
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From the background of composing poem in Orchid
Pavilion Gathering , including literati society interaction
through the words using in poem, it defines the hidden image
of Buddhism, therefore this study endows Orchid Pavilion
Gathering the literature way of thinking angles which belongs
to Buddhism culture.

Keywords: Orchid Pavilion Gathering , Wang Xizhi, Buddhist
imagery



