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The Evolution of Nursing Vocational Schools in
Taiwan: Taking St. Mary’s Senior Vocational

School of Nursing as an Example

Chung, Chia-Ling , Assistant Professor, Department of History,
Fo Guang University

Abstract

After World War 11, nursing vocational education in Taiwan
officially was became a part of technical and vocational education,
with different academic systems such as higher vocational, junior
college, and university. Among them, higher vocational education
was the first to be established and ended in 1994. Among nursing
vocational schools, St. Mary’s Senior Vocational School of Nursing
was the sole nursing vocational school in Yilan County and the first
officially registered nursing school in the eastern region of Taiwan.
What is even more significant is that this school is the first one
established by the Catholic Church after the arrival of the Catholic
Church in Taiwan. Therefore, the author intends to take St. Mary’s
Senior Vocational School of Nursing as an example to explain the
school’s history, academic system and subjects, teachers and
students, curriculum, students' learning and life, and the trends and
development of graduates, in order to explore the evolution of
Taiwan's nursing vocational schools. As well as the contribution of
Catholicism to nursing education, the role of the church in the school,
and the connection between this school and the development of

medical care in Yilan County.
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