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Re-reading the meaning of Wang Qi's
"Toutuo Temple Stele" from the
Perspective of the Confrontation between

the Southern and Northern Dynasties

Hsu, Sheng-Ho, Assistant Professor, Department of
Chinese Literature and Application, Fo Guang University

Abstract

This article is a reinterpretation of the “Toutuo Temple
Stele” written by Wang Xi during the Xiaoqi period of the
Southern Dynasty (479-502). It is advocated that this article
should be placed in the context of the successive wars between
Emperor Xiaowen and Emperor Ming of Qi in the Northern
Wei Dynasty to explore Wang Xi’s purpose of writing this
article. In addition to recording the history of the construction
of the Toutuo Temple, it actually aims to portray this temple as
a pure land on earth during the War of War, so that Emperor
Qi Ming’s regime can win more people's hearts and enhance
its legitimacy.
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