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A Parapet on the Ocean
The Transforming Concepts from Morality to Emotion
of the Wang Cui-qiao Texts in Ming and Qing Dynasty

Tseng Shih-Hao *
Abstract

In the past, The credit of pacifying the Jiajing Wokou was
usually attributed to male generals like Hu Zong-xian or Qi Ji-
guang. However, the legend that a prostitute named Wang Cui-giao
persuading the bandits Xu Hai to surrender in Ming and Qing novels
was more exciting than the historical records. In addition, Wang Cui-
qiao chose to death to resolve the contradiction between public and
private, making her into a model of loyalty. Literati created multiple
symbols of Wang Cui-giao from morality to emotion in the legendary
novelettes, simulant huaben and zhanghui fiction. In this case, even
the ruthless pirates Xu Hai also became a savage hero.

Keywords :* Wang Cui-giao ~ Xu Hai ~ Wokou ~ morality * emotion

* Adjunct Instructor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi
University.























































































