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The Divinity Exploration on the
“DunHuang TaiYi in Nine Songs”, and
Semantics Study of “TaiYi”

Hsu,Shu-Hui, Assistant Professor of the General Education
Center, National Tainan Junior College of Nursing

Abstract

Nine Songs is a set of religious worship songs. DongHuang
TaiYi, the first song in the Nine Songs, is grand and solemn. The
spiritual image in DongHuang TaiYi and its duties gained a lot
of discussion, but no conclusion could be made. The culture of
Chu had a long history. There were lots of archaeological relics
which had been excavated in recent decades. Researchers had
been working on the relationship between the Chu relics and
Nine Songs. However they rarely paid attention to the
relationship between Nine Songs and GuoDian Chu Bamboo
Slips TaiYi ShengShui, which pertain to the philosophical
thinking and genesis viewpoint in the Chu areas. Qu Yuan
absorbed these philosophical thinking, as well as the witchcraft
cultures in the southern Chu areas. He blended two different
terms, “DunHuang” and “Taiyi”, into one term “DunHuang
TaiYi”. This new term expressed the nobility of a god,
“DunHuang TaiYi”, which is indescribable and have the
almighty to create the universe. Thus, this thesis is going to
explore the divinity of “DunHuang TaiYi” by discussing the
characteristics of historical books and excavated slips of
DongHuang TaiYi.
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